Definitions of Historic District

National Register of Historic Places
The National Register of Historic Places is the official list of the United States' historic sites
worthy of preservation, established to protect and recognize properties of historical significance.
Purpose and Significance
The National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) serves as a federal program aimed at
identifying, evaluating, and protecting America's historic and archaeological resources.
Established by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the NRHP is administered by the
National Park Service (NPS) and includes over 1.5 million properties, with approximately
95,000 listed individually.
Criteria for Listing
Properties can be nominated for inclusion in the National Register based on their historical
significance, architectural merit, or archaeological value. To be eligible, a property must meet at
least one of the following criteria:

e Association with significant events in American history.

e Association with significant individuals who contributed to history.

e Architectural significance, showcasing notable design or construction techniques.

e Archaeological significance, providing valuable information about past human activities.
Implications of Listing
While being listed in the National Register recognizes a property's historical significance, it does
not automatically protect it from alterations or demolition. However, properties listed may
qualify for federal preservation grants, tax credits, and other financial incentives to assist with
restoration and maintenance.

*Properties can be individual listed or there can be National Register Districts

The Basics of National Register Historic Districts

A National Register Historic District is a concentration of historic buildings, structures, sites,
and/or objects united historically or aesthetically by plan or physical development. These
districts are significant in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, or culture at
the local, state, or national level. The National Register helps to identify and encourage the
preservation of these historic places, streamlining the process and providing financial incentives
for property owners and interest groups.

Examples of these in Mercer County: Harrodsburg Downtown Historic District, North Main
Street Historic District

Examples of these in Boyle County: McGrorty Avenue-Old Wilderness Road Historic District,
St. Mildred’s Court



National Historic Landmark
A National Historic Landmark (NHL) is a designation given to historic properties in the United
States that hold exceptional historical significance and integrity.

Definition and Significance

National Historic Landmarks are properties that illustrate the heritage of the United States. They
can include historic buildings, sites, structures, objects, and districts. Currently, there are over
2,600 NHLs across the country, representing a small fraction (about 3%) of the more than 90,000
places listed on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). This designation does not
provide protection for the listed landmark.

Example of this is the Perryville Battlefield

Local Historic Landmark

Local landmarks are distinctive and recognizable features that contribute significantly to a
community’s identity and sense of place. They can be natural or man-made, acting as reference
points and symbols of shared history and cultural heritage. Understanding what local landmarks
are is essential for appreciating the unique character of any community. They are much more
than just geographical markers; they are imbued with history, memory, and social significance.
Landmarks act as anchors, connecting people to their past and providing a framework for
understanding their present. Local landmarks can be protected through an Architectural Review
Board. This process includes approval by local government.

Historic Zoning Overlay

A zoning overlay is a regulatory tool in land use planning that applies additional requirements
and restrictions to specific areas within a designated zoning district. It is essentially an extra
layer of regulations that can modify or override the base zoning regulations, often introducing
new standards or regulations for development. Overlay zones are used to address specific
community needs or goals, such as environmental protection or historical preservation.

Certified Local Government

Certified Local Governments (CLGs) are municipalities that have demonstrated a commitment to
historic preservation through a certification process, enabling them to participate in federal
preservation programs and access funding.

Overview of Certified Local Governments (CLGs)

Certified Local Governments (CLGs) are local municipalities or counties that have been
recognized for their commitment to preserving their historic resources. This designation is part of
a program established under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and is administered
by the National Park Service (NPS) in partnership with state historic preservation offices. The



CLG program aims to enhance local preservation efforts and promote awareness of cultural
heritage across the United States.

Where to look is my house is listed or if I live in a NR District:
https://kyshpo.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?1d=9fd5d39240154199973b3bc
723440265

National Register Administrator for Kentucky - Marty Perry at mailto:marty.perry(@ky.gov

Requirements for Certification
To become a Certified Local Government, a community must meet several minimum
requirements, including:
e Establishing a qualified historic preservation commission: This commission is
responsible for overseeing local preservation efforts.
e Enforcing appropriate legislation: Local governments must have laws or ordinances in
place to designate and protect historic properties.
e Maintaining a system for surveying and inventorying historic resources: This involves
documenting local historic sites and structures.
e Facilitating public participation: Engaging the community in preservation activities and
the National Register listing process is essential.

Benefits of Being a Certified Local Government

Once certified, CLGs gain access to various benefits, including:

Funding Opportunities: CLGs can receive subgrants from the federal Historic Preservation Fund,
which can be used for a variety of projects such as surveys, rehabilitation work, and educational
programs.

Partnerships: CLGs become active partners in the federal historic preservation program, allowing
for collaboration with state and federal agencies.

Streamlined Processes: CLGs may have expedited processes for applying for additional
designations, such as the Preserve America Community designation.

The Certified Local Government program plays a crucial role in empowering local communities
to preserve their unique cultural heritage. By meeting specific requirements and engaging in
preservation activities, CLGs contribute significantly to the protection and promotion of historic
resources across the nation.
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